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Bombay Hindi 


Bombay Hindi, also known as Bambaiya Hindi/Mumbaiyya 
Hindi, ® is a Hindustani-based pidgin spoken in Mumbai (formerly 
Bombay), India.®® Its vocabulary is largely from Hindustani.®® 
In addition, the predominant substratum influence on Bombay is 
Marathi, reflecting Mumbai's location in a wider Marathi-speaking 
area, Maharashtra.® Bombay Hindi also has elements of Konkani. 
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Bombay Hindi 

Region 

Mumbai 

Native speakers 

None 

Language 

family 

Hindustani- 
based pidgin 


■ Bombay 

Hindi 

Language codes 

ISO 639-3 

None (mis) 

Glottolog 

None 


General 


While many such local dialects have evolved in cosmopolitan cities around the world, Bombay Hindi is 
widely known throughout India as a result of its frequent use in Bollywood movies. Initially, this dialect was 
used to represent crooks and uncouth characters as, to quote film critic Shoma A. Chatterji, "Indian films 
have the unique quality of different characters speaking different varieties of Hindi according to their social 
status, their caste, communal identity, education, profession, financial status, etc. [...] The villain's goons, 
speak in a special vulgarised, Bambaiya Hindi concocted specifically to typify such screen characters in 
Hindi cinema."/ 4 ' Lately, however, Bambaiya Hindi has become popular and prominent, particular with the 
success of the Munnabhai movies, in which the lead characters - being members of the Mumbai criminal 
underworld - speak entirely in this dialect.® 

Despite this increase in popularity, this dialect has its critics, and is sometimes seen as being disrespectful 
and demeaning.® 

Among the more prominent neologisms which originated in Bambaiya Hindi but have spread throughout 
India are the words bindaas (from Marathi (Bin + Dhast = Without Fear, meaning 'relaxed'; this word was 
incorporated into the Oxford English Dictionary in 2005®) and Gandhigiri (invented in the movie Lage 
Raho Munna Bhai, a portmanteau of Gandhi and -giri, which is similar to the English 'ism' (as in Gandhi- 
ism), though slightly more informal). 

Bollywood has also incorporated many Marathi words in Hindi like Thaska, Wakda, Porgi, Navri, Navrai, 
Kombdi, Mulga/Mulgi. Many Hindi songs have some Marathi words added. 

Words and expressions of Mumbai Hindi 




























Mumbai 

Hindi 


Transliteration 


English 


Standard 

Hindi 


Notes 



apun 

1 

4 (mai) 

Based on the Marathi word dJTdUT (aapan) 
meaning an inclusive "we" or "us". (The person 
being spoken to is included in "we.") The word 
is actually dJTdUT 

ifcst 

tereko 

you (oblique 
case) 

^ (tujhe) 

Wn 


mereko 

me (oblique 
case) 

(mujhe) 

Hell 

STfSTcHT 

dho dalna 

to beat up 

4k ^TT (pit 
dena) 

Often used in the context of a physical 
fight/competition between two people or teams. 
Lit. to wash up, as in the loser of the fight. 

4#/*teT/ 

yede/a/T 

idiot 

dFTcf (pagal) 

Based on Marathi word ksdT (yedya) meaning 
Idiot. 


idharic 

right here 

dfff d? (yahi 
par) or 
(idhar hi) 



udharTc 

right there 

dtRfft (udhar 
hi) or df4 dy 
(vahi par) 


kfadT 

kopca 

corner 

dktT (kona) 

From Marathi work dkTd (kopra) meaning 
corner. 

chWchl, 

cFFT^ 

kayko, kayku 

why 

spfl (kyo) 


cfldT or 
clldl 

ei«imi 

loca or loca 
labaca 

problem 

-HH-tdl 

(samasya) 

From the Marathi/Hindi word #dT (loca) 
meaning "problem". 

H-clH-cl, 

machmach, 

badbad 

Someone who 
annoys you by 
talking their 
problems, crib- 
crib, rambling 

(khitpit) 

From Marathi/Gujarati word WR/ 
macmac/ba^bad 

gTcFRT, 

dj|, 

cFScF, 

kdcF, 

ddRdt, 

d^FT 

jhakas, fatte, 
dhasu, karak, 
dhincak, 
rapcik, 
fattang, 
sallang, rawas 

Excellent 

dkdT (barhiya) 


*Higc|eH 

mandavIT 

compromise or 
understanding 

-HHglldT 

(samjhauta) 

Used primarily to agree on territory 
demarcation. 

fW, 

gfteR 

topi, jholar 

Fraud 

dfcdT (dhokha) 

Slang usage, literally means cap. 

Hcdl 

nalla 

Transgender 

dkrkrfo 

(pratilipi), sSddd 
(chakka) 


3TMT 

sana 

Smart fellow or 
wiseass 

i#4dR 

(hosiyar), 3TdHT 
(sayana) 

From the Marathi word STgMT (sahana) wise. 

_ 





3TRTT, 

TTTeft 

sala, sail 

As Dude, wives 
brother/ sister 

c|i41hi (kamlna), 
cb4141 (kamTnT) 

Mild swear word. 

^TMFTcft, 

sanapantT, 

sanpattT 

Acting smart 

(hosiyarT), 

-ttilHILR 

(sayanapan) 

Based on Marathi word (sahanpan) 

meaning Acting smart. 


ciriya 

pager 

(pejar) 

literally means Sparrow 

cblcll 

kauva 

mobile phone 

R|En?cT (mobail) 
or <j<'Hm 
(durbhas) 

literally means crow 

’EfteT 

ghora 

Gun 

sf^cfj (banduk) 
(specially for 
trigger of the 
gun) 

literally means horse 

cfZ ^ 

satak le, kat 
le 

get out, beat it 

(khisak le) or 
Rcbd ^ (nikal 
le) 


EfeT, cTIcTT 
EFT 

ghanta, baba 
ji ka thullu 

nothing 


literally means bell 


taporT 

Dude, guy, 
hoodlum 

3TRTRT, cTTFTT 

See dedicated page Tapori (word) 


mamu 

Sir (Police) / 
Gullible Person 
(a fool) 

TTT^sT (sahab), 
(sarjT) / 

‘iftcTT (bhola) 

Local slang, literally means Maternal Uncle 

^eCRT 

sultana 

To resolve an 
issue 

-^d^lHI 

(suljhana) 



phattu 

coward 

(darpok), effr 
( kayar) 

From Marathi slang (phataru) with the 

same meaning 

RFTT / 

mama, pandu 

Cop 

(pulisavala) 

Local slang, literally means maternal uncle; 
originating from the Marathi film Pandu 

Hawaldar 

eTOfT 

laphra 

Fight, problem, 
Love-Affair 

cTStf (laraT), 

(prem- 

sambandh) 

From Hindi word lafda 

I5T^t 

Hid, 

3fTf5TT, 

eldl 

chavT, mal, laila 

Girlfriend 

(sahelT) 


RctHI, 

Ref) 4) 

cikna, ciknT 

Fair 

complexioned 
person, well 
dressed person, 
gay person, 
homosexual 

nkr (gora), 

(gori) 

Local slang, literally means smooth or slick/oily 

5RFTT or 

tharra 

thasna 

Alcohol 

3RR (sarab) or 
Rfef (madira) 









^chHI 

W 

cTfil cFRT 

stew 

nlcft 

3WT 

iTFTR 

cfr^ETT 

cTOST^f 
cR^T cFT 

* 

3^ <H Icrl 
?T%HT 

W 

/ 

ScfiRTT 

^FT 


harakna 

To eat 

3sTRT (khana) 


babalya 

bus 

driver/conductor 
or ticket 
collector 


Marathi for baby(kid) 

sutta 

cigarette 

(sigret) 

This slang term has achieved near-universal 
usage in India and Pakistan 

vat lagna 

to have a major 
problem 

^ 3TRT 
(musTbat me 
ana) 

From Marathi word 3R: cTFTvt (vat lagne) 

vat le, phut, 
vantas kT golT 
le 

Get out, Run 
from The 
problem, save 
your soul 

■JfFRT (bhagna), 

' 3 f r TRT 

(bhagana) 


dabba 

Police vehicle 

(pulis 

garT) 

literally means box 

saman 

weapon 

(hathiyar) 

literally means luggage or the stuff 

kacca limbu 

rookie/ Noob 

niraraqi 

(nausikhiya) 

Usually used during gully cricket for a noob or 
to downright embarrass someone. To play 
"kacca limbu" means to play with modified rules 
to make it easier for a noob. 

laphra nahi 
karne ka 

Do not fight 

cT^TTifcT (larna 
mat) or cTStf 
^ cRTT (laraT 
nahi karna) 

cTS^IT (larna) functions a verb, cPTfT (laphra) as 

a noun 

patIT gall se 
satak le 

go away from 
here quietly 

SF)f 

^TFT ^ (koi 
rasta dekh ke 
bhag le) 

It is used when you want to warn a person by 
telling him to go away from the scene 

hava ane de 

Go away, let me 
breathe some 
air 


It is used when you want to warn a person by 
telling him to go away from the scene 

abey sale 

hello friend, 
listen 


Casual way of calling when other friend is not 
ready for something. 

thakela 

a weak person 

cbhsHk 

(kamzor) 

used for a person who is not energetic or 
seems dull most of the time 

harT pattl 

money 

^TTT (paisa) 

means green note, directly referring to 
the 500 rupee note, which is green in colour 

curan 

Lie 

(jhuth) 

(curan) is a slang used to describe a lie 
spoken by a person 

taliya / taklya 

Bald 

wr (ganja) 

cnfeRTT (taliya) is a slang used to describe a 
bald person especially at the crown part of the 
head, although can be used for any 
conspicuous bald person 

pet! 

One Lakh 

Rupees 

(ek lakh 
rupaye) 

One hundred thousand rupees 

khoka 

One Crore 
Rupees 

(ek karor 

Ten million rupees 






rupaye) 


tel vyfl<l 

tijorT 

50 Crore or 
equivalent to 

500 million INR. 

WRT Wfe 
(pachaas 
karor rupaye) 

500 million rupees 

sfte 

o 

bidu 

Friend 

(dost), £TR 

(yar) 


sTcb<l 

bakrT 

Smartphone 
(with a 
touchscreen) 

thtWPt 

(smartphon) 

literally means goat/sheep 


bhals 

Laptop 

computer 

(laiptop), gpEl 

(suvahya 

sariganak) 

literally means buffalo 

pift 

hath! 

Desktop 

computer 

TFTVTcF 

(sariganak) 

literally means elephant 


sumarT me 

Incognito or 
secret 

(cupke 

se) 

Local slang, Means to something without 
making any noise 

sffer 

sp^R 

bol baccan 

Talk 

WTcT^cT (batclt) 

Generally means a disparaging address to 
talkative person, indicating that the content of 
his talk is previously known and so is 
uninteresting (Boring out of predictability, 
repetitive or tedious) and perhaps empty talk. 

$i)d 

jhol 

Scam 

PT<TT (ghapla), 

dldldl 

(ghotala) 

Generally means scam. Sometimes can be 
used for arranagement (as in "ptH WTT") 

4tIsi 

kTra 

Pest 

cftfT (keeda) 

A trouble or nuisance maker. 

Fund / 
Pant 


To steal, scam 

(corf) 

Generally refers to a small robbery. 

wf 

re, bantaT 

Hey! 

t (he) 

Attention grabber in conversation with another. 


katirig 

Half cup of Tea 

RTRT W 
(adhi glasa 
caya) 


cbfclJT 

cfsft, Waiter: I'll take half cup of tea. 

3WT 

PRT 

dabba dalana 

to use the 
bathroom for 
pooping 

dWcld $ % ■3TTcTT 
f (toilet hoke 
aata hun) 

'I'm going to the toilet'. 

JJcTRRT, 

SJRRRT 

mut marna, 
dhar marna 

to go pee 

(mutra visarjan 
karna) 

Literally give out urine. 

4HHH 

ghurigharu 

salamana 

Curly haired 

giRT^clldcIMI 

(ghurigarale 

balvala) 

(ghurigharu) refers to a curly haired guyJ 8 ^ 

afftt) 

Ml Ml, 

Z W 

Ml M 1 

oph ho jana, 
tapakajana 

To Die/ Died 

iRW (Mar 
gaya) 

E.g.: Mera dost off ho gaya = My friend died. 


kharca-panT 

Bribe/Pocket 
Money and To 
beat 

(risvat) 
and *TRR 
(marna) 

E.g.: pM) if g PTT= Do you want me 
to beat you in a corner. 









rapeik 

Looking Hot 

(sundar) 

E.g.: Aaj bahut Rapchik lag rahi hai tu 

to 

chaaptar 

Cunning / 

Shrewd 

eJIdlcb 

E.g. sTgct $ eft, Rt crt tr ^Rllft. He is quite 

cunning. Do not underestimate him. 

f£etT 

hatela 

Highly Stubborn 

(am? iR an 

JRT eft cR 

RT?t W ttcT eft, r^eTT 14t. Don't take issues with 
him, he is quite stubborn and can lose his 
balance. 


pancat 

useless, 

unworthy 

CRef^, 5RRRT 

From Marathi muwt (pancat) meaning 
"watered down" 

UM4ld f. 


haphta 

protection 
money, bribe 

(risvat), 

(ghus), 

trT^tfrangdarT) 

Literally means a week, denoting protection 
money to be paid every week. Can also mean 
one time bribe. 


bindaas 

Relaxed, laid- 
back 



l«ki*i 

«l4l Rdl'd f fR|>. (That dude is chill man.) 


bhankas 

useless 

talk/activity 



■R^RT 

<s|chl< 

<R. (Cut the crap) 

%eft 

Rebel 

pehli fursat 
mein nikal 

get out at first 
sight 

tjfcT vjiR efft 
eft^rr 



See also 


■ Tapori (word) 
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